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OPENING OF PARLIAMEXT.
The Legislative Couneil el af 12 noon
pursnant to proclamation,
The PRESIDEXT took the Chair,
The Clerk of Parliaments tMr. (i, F. Hill-
man) real the proclamation.

COMMISSIOXNTER.

His Exvellenex’s Commissioner {Ii- 1on-
our the Chiet' Justice, Sir [T, F. Melillan,
Kt.. aving entered the Clamber. a Messase
was sent o the Lezislative Assemblv re-
questing the presence rewhers in the
Couneil Chanber.

ot

Momiers of the Lesislative \ssembly hav-
ing arrived aceordinzly. Ilic Hononr  the
Chief Justice requested the Clerk to read
His Excelleney’s Commission to do all things
neeessary in his name for tlte opening of
Puarliament, which Commission was read.

e ('ommissioner then read the followinz
The ' th d the foll
statement ;—-

Mr. President, fon. Gentlemen of the Leyis-
lative Council and  Genllemen of the
Legislative .1ssembly—

1 have it in command from His Exeel-
lency the Governor to inform you that, at
three o'cloek this afternoon, His Exceliency
will declave to yvon the causes of the vcalling
toether of this Parliament; and it beinw
necessary that a Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly shoult he first chosen. it is Ilis
Excellency’s pleasure that you, (fentlemen
of the Leui-lative Assembly, repair to the
place where you are to sif, and, having been
duly sworn v me, in accordance with the
terms of a Commission granted to me by His
Fixeellency, vou do elect vour Speaker and
notify the same to His Exeellency.

Members of the Legtslative \ssembly hav-

ing retired, His Exeelleney’s Commissioner
left the Chauber.

it cospreaded from 12,10 16 2.55 p.m.

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.
Hiz Excellency the Governor entered the
Council Chambher al 3 p.m.; and the mem-
hers of tite Legislative Assembly having also
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attended in the Chamber obediently to sum-
mons, His Excelleney was pleased to deliver
the following Speech:—

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of
the Legislative Council,—

Mr, Speuker and Gentlemen of the Legisla-
tive Assembly,—

The tenth Parliament of the State of
Western Australia has been summoned for
its first session, in the midst of a great
national erisis.

Following upon series of magnificent vie-
tories in France and Flanders, in which the
Australian troops—vying in resource and
gallantry with those from the other Domin-
jong of the Empire—had achieved notable
sueeesses, misadventure has befallen two of
our Ailics. Internal dissension, resulting in
revolution and eounter-revolution, threatens
to destroy, at least temporarily, the effec-
tiveness of Russia as ar offensive fighting
foree, whilst the hitherto triumphant Italian
armies have been overthrown by treachery
and forced to retreat.

These untoward happenings have in-
creased the already heavy burdens cast upon
the British Empire and upon France, par-
tiealarly until suech fime as the TUnited
SBtates of Amercia can compleie arrange-
ments to throw further greai armies into the
conflict. :

In this grave emergency, and in recogni-
tion of Australia’s undertaking, given on the
outbreak of war, to stand with the Empire
even to the last man and the last shilling,
the Government of the Commonwealth is
appealing for the necessary power to enable
it to reinforee, month by month, the Aus-
tralian divisions at the front.

For this purpose a referendum of the
Anstralian people will be taken on the 20th
of December next; and in view of the para-
mount importance to the Empire and the
Commonwealth of a right decision being
then arrived at, my Advisers deem it essen-
tial that you he afforded every opportunity
of placing the issues before the people of
Western Australia. in the confident hope
that—as on a previous oceasion—they may
record their unalterable determination, at
whatever sacrifice, to prosecute this right-
eops war to a frinmphant conclusion,

Pending the taking of the referenduw, the
only levislation to be immediately submitted
will be Bills to secure the continuance of the-
following expirving laws:—The Roads Act;
The Sale of Liquor Regulation Act; The
Postponement of Debts Act; The Wheat
Marvketing Act: The Tand and Tncome Tax
Act.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Legisla-
lative Assembly—

A Supply Bill will be submitted to meet
the requirements of the publie service until
the passing by Parliarmrent of the Estimates
of revenue and expenditure for the finanecial
¥ear.

My Advisers are at present engaged upon
a re-organisation of the eivil service, with
a view to securing economies in administra-
tion,

On the re-assembling of Parliament after
such adjoarnment ag is pecessitated hy the
circamstances already referred to, the Esti-
mates of revenue and expenditure will be
submitted, together with a complete state-
ment of the position of (he public finances.

In view of the increasing deficit occasioned
by ever-growing interest obligations and
the Talling revenues of certsin departments
consequent upon the temporary curtailment
of industrial -activity throughout the State,
you will he asked to sanefion the suspension
of the sinking fund eontributions for the
time being, and to agree to eertain addi-
tional taxation.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentlemen of
the Legisiative Council,—

Mr. Spea.ker and Gentlemen of the Legisla-
tive Assembly,—

The past week has witnessed an Inecident
marking an epoch in the history of Aus-
tralia, the official opening of the Trans-
Australian railway by His Excellency the
Governor General. The pgreat work just
completed will set a seal upon Aunstralian
Eederation. Tt will stand as a monnment to
the sagacity and foresight of those respon-
sible for its comsummation, and should
prove for all time an important strategic
factor in the defence of this far-flung out-
post of the British Empire.
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The eondition of the industries of the
-country, due to shurtage of suitable lahour,
searcity and dearness of supplies, and the
almost insuperable ditliculties in the way of
transporting onr prodocis to the world’s
markets, is occasioning my Advisers the
gravest anxiety. In co-operation with the
Government of the Commonwealth, every
legitimale assistance will be rendered to
these industries, in order that, on the re-
sumption of normal conditions, they may
possess those possihilities of expansion on
which the solvency of the State and the well-
being of our returning soldiers must chiefly
depend.

In the work of repatriation the Stale
Government is co-operating with the Fed-
eral authorities, and every endeavour will be
made to give practical expression to Austra-
lia’s gratitude to those who have brought
imperishable glory to her name, and who,
with unconquerable valour are still defend-
ing her liberties.

In view of the urgent necessity for care-
ful and un-remitting attention to matters of
administration and the desire to arrange for
the assembling of Parliament for its second
session At 2 convenient season, it is not in-
tended to submit a lengthy legislative pro-
gramme, The bills to be considered after
the proposed adjournment will include:—A
Bill to continue the operations of the In-
dustries Assistance Act: A Bill to amend the
Criminal Code; A Bill to amend the Health
Act; A Bill to provide for the Compulsory
FEducation of Deaf and Dumb Children; A
Bill to consolidate the Stamp Aets; A Bill
providing for the lodging of deposits by
Fire Insurance Companies; A Bill to amend
the Pearling Act: A Bill to facilitate the ad-
ministration of Intestate Estates.

Commending your deliberations to the
ruidance of Divine Providenece, I now leave
vou to your responsible duties.

BILL—TRANSFER OF LAND ACT
AMENDMEXNT.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
H. P. Colebateh): Tn order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privileges
¢f-this House to initiate legislation, I move

without notice, for leave to introduce a Bill
entitled “.An et to amend the Trunsier of
Land Act”

l.eave given, Bill introduced, and read a
first time.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
"Fhie Colonial Secretary laid on the Table
reports and papers similar to those pre-

sented by inisters in the Assewhly.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [3.22]:
[n reply to the Speech which His Excel-
leney the Governor has been good enongh
to deliver to this House, T desire tv move
that the following Address be presented to
His Excellency :—

To His Excellency the Right Honour-
able Sir William Grey Ellison-Macartney,
Privy Councillor, Knight Commander of
the Most Distinguished Order of St
Michael and St. George, Governor in and
over the State of Western Australia and
its Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of
Australia.

May it please Your Exceliency, We, the
Legislative Council of the Parlinment of
the State of Western Australie in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express our loyally
to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to
thank Your FEurcellency for the Speech
you have been pleased to deliver to Par-
liament.

In moving the motion T desire to congrafu-
late the country upon what nppears fo he
a return to a settled state of Government.
Prior to the elections recently held, the Gov-
crnment in Western Australia was some-
what chaotie, due principally to the party
system in vogue. The difference in the num-
bers was so small ihat very often matters
veeurred which did not meet with the ap-
proval of the people cuiside of Parliament.
All that was due to the parties being so
equally divided. Happily, this condition of
things has passed and we now have a
National Government in power with a
strong majority behind them, a Government
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which will make for the best interesis of
Western Australia. National forms of
government exist almost throughout (he
length and breadth of the world; at any rate
this form of government exists amongst
those powers which are fighting the cause of
Jjustice and right.
tically adopted flus form of government,
and it is said that it is necessary that such
a form of government should oblain, in
ordev that all party differences, reerimina-
tions, and desire for office, as well as every-
thing that is evil and everything that can do
harm at the present juneture, should be
avoided. A national form of govermmnent
exists in the Commonwealth, and its forma-
tion has materially helped the Common-
wealth. T hope, too. it will help in the
Riates of Musiralia. 1'lenty of people will
tell us that that form of government is not
necessary in regard to State politics. Their
contention i1s that Siale Parliaments have
nothing whatever to do with ihe war, and
it is said that a State Parliament should deal
only with matiers associated with the ad-
vancement of the Siate and should have no-
thing fo do, in any shape or form, with the
condnet of the war. 1 disagree with that
opinion. I hold that we do not want anv-
thing in the nature of par.v polities, We
want to join and assist the Government to
do those things that are necessary to en-
caurage the development of indusiries for
the benefit not only of the State but, at the
present juneture, the Empire as well. There
is supposed to he a good deal in a name.
The name “national’ fo my mind is the right
one to apply to the party in power in the
Commonwealth, and also the parties now
in power in Western Australia, in New
South Wales, and just recently come into
existence in Victoria. At anv rate, 1 have
no intention of quarrelling with the name.
I only know this movement to be one in
the interests of the Kmpire, a movement
which has brought into existence a combina-
tion of men who are determined ihat the
Empire shall not be harassed at this period
in its history, and who are also determined
to do all they can to enconrage development
and production, and therchy assist in win-
ping the war. One great thing that appeals
to me in regard to the national form of

The Allies have all prae-

government is that no combination of peo-
ple, whatever their politics may be, will take
advantage of the abnormal times existing.
We had an illustration of the great value of
the State National party in New South
Wales quite recently. That State expen-
enced very serious industrial strife and, on
account of the strong and able, and at the
same time just attitude of the man who was
at the head of affairs there, backed up by a
combination of people who ealled themselves
Naticonalists, he was able {o overcome what
Lhreatened to become at oue time a dire dis-
aster to the whole of Australia. We have
also had evidence still more recently of the
desire of another section of the people in
Australia for a national form of govern-
ment, I refer fo the result of the clections
lately Leld in Victoria. The Peacock Gov-
ernment went to the country practically as
a Liberal Government; at any rate they
went as an independent party, opposed by
other sections of the House outside the La-
hour party, which sections were determined
that they should sink their differences in
the interests of Vietoria and the Empire.
The resalt is that the Peacock Government
have resigned and Mr. Bowser, the leader
of the Eeconomy party, whose desire it is
to put aside all other questions, has been
commissioned to form a Government. The
policy of this new party which has been
retnrned fto power in Vietoria is that no
lean money shall be spent in that State ex-
cept for the purpose of produection and re-
patriatton. That is verv much the same
a5 obiains in Western Australis, and those
pcople who thought we should not have a
National Government, but that we should
bhave a Government by some other name,
should congratulale themselves on baving
sieh o form of government which has been
emulated recently in Victoria. I recognise
that the time at my disposal is not suffieient
to enable me to go into the nuestion of the
finnnces of this great country of Western
Australia, bul we are told that, on aceount
of our interest obligations, and on aceount
of the falling revenne, we shall be asked to
eonsider the advisability of doing away with
the sinking fund. The sinkinz fund has
been in operation in Western Ausiralia for
many years and it is, of course, a splendid
thing in normal times, but I do not think,
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at the present stage, we can quarrel with the
Guvernment and that those who lem us the
muney will quarrel with the Government, if
it is decided to do away with the sinking
fund at the present juneture. The money
wiieh will be saved will be of advantage te
us on account of ihe parlous condition in
which the finances are at the present time.
We are also told that it is preposed to in-
crease raxation in Western Australia. Taxa-
tion in Australia is very high but we musi
remember that in the Old Country, where
they are finding many thousands of millions
of monex for the conduci of the war, the
peuple are taxed right up to the hilt, and
ne one has grumblel. We can congratulate
ourselves that taxativn is not as hizh in
Australia as it is in other parls of the
warld.  Whatever the taXalion proposals of
the Giovernment may he, we shall have 1be
opportuni(y of considering them when ihey
come before the House in detail, and we
shall tlhen have the opportunity of doins
what we consider right and just in the in-
terests of the country., There can be no
doubt in regard 1o the financial position of
the State that a good deal is due o 1he cur-
tailment of industrial activities, on aceount
of the war now raging. This is admitted,
but we must not fail to learn a lesson from
what has pasgell.  We musl not forget how
loan money in the past has heen wasted on
the dav labour system, which has been ram-
pant not only in Western Australia, but
also throughout the lenglh and breadth of
the Commonwealth. A" good deal of loan
money has been spent in the past on unre-
productive works and the nnfortunate posi-
tion was sccentuated by the espenditive of
that money on the dav labour system, YWhen
we censider that. during the past six years.
we in Western Australia have spent up-
wards of 13 millions of loan moncy, we ean
well realise how we stand to-dax. This
expenditure has brought us very litile, if
any, inerease in our population, and we now
have a good deal to he sorry for. I hope we
have learnt a lesson and that whatever
money is spent during the remaining period
of the war. none of it will be spent
excepl as is proposed in Vietoria
for the purposes of produetion and
the repatriation of our soldiers, If
this money bhad been expended on the en-

couragement of our primary and secondary
industries, in opening up the vast areas of
lands lying dormant to-day, and in eneour-
aging setflement, we would, following on &
policy like that, have a large influx in popu-
lation, which wounld considerably reduce tha
debt per head of the people of this State.
That policy should be pursued in all conn-
tries of the world. Monev should not be
wasied on non-productive works unless such
expenditure will bring population in its
wake and so help us to overcome the diffi-
cult financtal position we find ourselves in
to-day, We vonsider, and it is true, that the
only hope we have in Western Anstralia of
overeoming our financial dilficolties is by
inereased  prodnction, production and con-
tinued production. We all agree lo that, T
think that e guestion of production will he
the main thing for the Parlinment of this
State to consider, especially in regard to the
agrieuliural industry, whilst at the same
time we have to consider the position of aill
onr industries at the present time. There
is no doubt that our primary industries
must be developed andl encourawed, and the
wenlth that we have in our country must be
brought forth if we are to overcome our
finaneial difliculties, The chief primary in-
dostries of the State are mining, agrienlture
with its accessories, the pastoral industry,
and the forestry ot timber indusiry. The
gold-wining industry hLas practically made
the State of Western Australia, T do not
thinl: we wonld have heen the State we are
to-day had it not Dbeen for the gold dis-
coveries made during the early nineties.
Coming here as 1 did 20 vears ago. about
the time of the rush, I marvel at what has
been done. the enormous amount of gold
which lias heen won, the dividends which
have heen paid. the money which has been
expended upen the industry in wages and
development, and in the great strides made
by this industry. It no doubt went ahead
for many veavrs. and has perhaps placed
Western Australia in the position of being
the pgreatest gold-mining eountry in
the world, T am sure that we all know, as
well as those representing constituencies on
the goldfields, that the output from the
mines lias heen to a considerable extent cur-
tniled of late on account of the faet that a
large number of men have gone to the war.
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This has meant less elficient lahbour and Jess
efficient production in regard to this par-
- tienlar industvy. We have to direct atten-
“tion to the faet that so far as gold is con-
cerned, it is impossible to get a higher price
for an cunce of it because it has a standard
value, and that standard value does not io-
erease according to the cost of producing it.
Seeing how necessary it is to develop the
tndustry, 1 feel sure that the Government
will devote every attention to it, and either
by encouraging prospecting or hy a redue-
tion in Ereights, do something to overcome
the diffieulties with which it has to contend.
1 should new like to toueh upon the coal
mining industry.  This, too, 15 one of the
primary industries of Western .Australia
whieh g had a very chequered eaveer, and
bas failed to veceive the support of Govern-
ments to which it is entitled, Furthermore,
it has not had the support of those who
bave bheen using the loeal conl upon our
railways. The industry has been in existence
for 15 or 16 vears. It has been a difficult
task to get the coal brought info use, but
the great advantage that the State has
reaped through the development of the coal
mining industry has heen apparvent to us
during the Inst few months, when we have
had a stoppage of shipping, when no coal
has heen brought io this Stafe, and when
our railways have been ran exclusively by
the fnel supplied from our coal mines. It
it is so useful to the State, why is it that
_the industry has been withont the requisite
attention for so long? I was glancing
throngh my papers the other day, and
found a report of a eommitiee called “A
Committe to stimnlate the conl mining in-
dostry,” held in 1902, The late Chief Mech-
anieal Engineer, Mr. Rotheram. promised
that at the end of two vears we should use
the fuel exclusively and that all wonld be
well with the industry. Unfortunately for
the State, and much to our regret, he did
not live very long after that, and after giv-
ing evidence before the Committee I have
mentioned. Sinee that time, practically
nothing has been done here to overcome the
difficulties of the industry. During that
time, we Thave sent thousands of
pounds jper annum of good gold out
of Western Australia to- purchase coal
from the Kastern .- States. .The whole

of that money coult well have been
expended in the development of our own
coal industry, to its own advantage and the
advantage of the State. I hope the Govern-
ment will he fully ative 1o the position, As
a member of this Chamber, I, in company
with those connected with the industry in
another place, am constantly bringing be-
fore Lthe Government the necessity for en-
couraging and developing this industry and
for seeing that the primary produets of cur
State are used by our people, and that we
should not be importing those ecommodities
whigh we have so close at hand within our
own borders. Tn connection with agrienl-
ture. which is another uf our primary in-
dusiries, T wish to tonch brieflv npon the
position so far as owr wheat is coneerned.
In 1908, when Mr. Mi‘chell was Minister
for Lands, he went in for a pro-
gressive poliey, as a result of which we have
had a large and rapid development in our
wheat areas. To-day we are large exporters
of wheat. As, however, with other indus-
tries in this State and other parts of the
world, our wheat industry is in a somewhat
unfortunate position. The grain is lving at
our ports, in stacks and at the sidings be-
cavge of the unfortunate circumstances now
existing. At the same time, however, where-
as a few years ago we were producing no-
thing in the way of export wheat, to-day
we are great exporters of that necessary
commodity, T do not intend to go into the
wheat question or into the question of the
management of the wheat board, which, no
doubt will receive consideration at the hands
of hon. members. No doubt also I shall have
an opportunity later of criticising, or per-
haps eulogising, the Minister who has taken
certain actions lately in regard to the wheat
board. I am satisfied that whatever has been
done has heen done with the hest intentions
and I trust in the best interests of Western
Australia. The fruit industry has gone
ahead in leaps and hounds. We are large ex-
porters of fruit to-day, have a wonderful
climate and a wonderful soil in the South-
West for the production of many varieties
of fruit. My reason for touching upon this
question is to bring under the notice of the
Government the position which obtained
last year in regard to the industry, and
which I think will obtain this year.. ¥e-had



[20 NovearBer, 1917.] ' 7

an enormous crop of fruit but a large
amount of it was wasted, and the animals
in the country were fed upon it, whilst the
people on the Eastern goldfields and in the
City did not proeure apples at a reasonable
price. I want the Government to assist this
indusiry, to help in the preserving of fruit,
and in the making of jam; to assist the set-
tler who is going through a very strenuous
time, and also to think out some scheme,
some wise policy, by whicl the people will
be enabled to secure fruit at a reasonable
price, and thus offer an inducement to
people to take up the industry and confer
a great advantage upon the State. There is
one question in particular which appeals to
me and which should receive the earliest
consideration of the Government, that is the
development of the South-West of this
State. We have had the experience during
the last five months, since the outbreak of
the industrial trouble in New South Wales,
of a shortage of bhntter, bacon, and olher
commodities which shonld be produced
within our own hovders. It is now some 16
vears ago sinee 1 first took any part in
politics in Western Australia, At that time,
I made up my mind to do all 1
could to see that we produced fhese
things in our own Stale. To-day. of
course, we are met with diffienlties in
the shape of a searcity of shipping,
and we cannot geb these articles as readily
as we could wish. We now wonder what
we have been doing in years gone by. With
recard to the development of the wlheat in-
dustry. T give ali eredit to those who have
been far-seeing enough fo foster it, but I
do take great exception 1o the wmanner in
which the development of the South-West
has been neglected, This, in fact, has been
very sadly neglected. T trust the Govern-
ment will realise the necessity for ecloser
settlement in that portion of Western Aus-
tralia. where the soils are varied, where the
rainfall is good and the climate equitable.
and where ali things favour closer settle-
ment. T hope. too, that the Government wili
eonsider the advisability of going into this
question seriously, and seeing if somethiny
cannot he done to increase the produetion of
those artieles which are so much required
in this State. Something is being done, and
some improvement has taken place, but it

will be many years belore the present diffi-
culties which now have to be faced are over-
come. We talk about a State National Gov-
ernment and the necessity for it. T think
one of the greatest necessities for it arises
from the great responsibilities placed in the
bands of the Government with regard to
the settlement on the land of our returned
soldiers and sailors. In dealing with this
matier, all party feeling should go by the
board, and all factors should work together
to see what can be done to repay in some
measure the sacrifices made by the men who
lave gone to fight for us. Although the
settlement of soldiers on the land has heen
advanced in other parts of Australia, very
little advancement has been made with it in
this State. I know it is a fact, and one upon
which to congratulate the Government, that
they have already settled a comsiderable
number of men in the Wheat Belt. There
are, however, many men wailing to go upon
dairy farms, which are so much required in
Western Australin. The Government, how-
ever, cannot tell these men who are waiting
where they are to get the land and we do not
know what the poliey in regard to the mat-
ter 1&. We koow ihat the Government are
working in conjunrction with the TFederal
authorities and are endeavouring to do their
best in the matier, but the right thing is not
heing done, We want to know wheiher the
policy of the Government is to survey all
land within a reasonable distanee of a rail-
way, which by the way is very limiled in
extent, or whether the poliev is to go to
Nornalup and build a fresh linc of railway
in order to sctile the conntrv there, and,
further, whether it is the poliecy to repur-
chase estates within a reasonable distance
of a railwoy for this purpose. The Harvey
district, whieh I know well, is rich in pro-
duction, has a fertile soil, is particularly
adapled for fruit growing and especially
adapted for dairving purposes. Why do
not the Government settle these 135 or 20
men I have in mind in this particular area?
I merely point this out by way of criticism
of previous Governments—-not the present
Government, hecause of their comparatively
short term of office—on the grounds that
they have not risen to the oceasion, and
bave not made that provision whieh is ne-
cessary to provide for those men who are
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stil! Hghting for us at the front and others
who have already veturned from the field
of battle, Before concluding on this mat-
ter, I want to draw attention to the Bruns-
wick State Farm and pacticularly to draw
the attention of the Minister therefo. An
advertisement has appeared in the paper
which practically sets out that it is the
intention of the Government io sell off all
there is on the Brunswick Farm. The
Colonial Secretary shakes lis lead, and 1
am pleased to see him do so. There are,
at all events, 30 milking cows to he sold off
there. 1f that is so, there will surely be a
reduction in the efficiency of the faruy, which
lias done excellent service for the people in
the South-West. One has only to visit the
coun'ry agricultaral shows to sce how much
the dairy stoek has improved year hy yeur,
as a result of the cestablishment of that
farm. 1 want the Government to continue
the good work done there, and Lo see that
advantage accrues, not to the Government,
in {he way of making money, but to the set-
tlers who will be able to seeure at cost priee
the progeny from the cattle on the Siate
farm. In conneetion with the development
of the South-West | nolice that at any rate
part of the policy of the Government is that
certain gentlemen are woing to he reiired
from the civil service. | have in mind par-
tieularly the Commissioner for the South-
West, Mr. Connor. 1 hold no brief for that
gentleman, but eonsitler he has done excel-
lent work for Western Australin, When he
first came here he may have been somewhat
inexperienced in conditions appertaining to
Western Australia, but he has now lhad
seven years of experience here and has de-
voted great energy to his work, and if he
was valuable as an officer ihen, surely after
seven years’ experience he should be of still
more value to the State. Whatever may be
in the mind of the Government I do not
know; it may be a question of redunction,
or amalgamation, in order to save money,
However, we will assist the Government in
that direction, but I want, to warn the Gov-
ernment that they will ‘not aftain the ob-
jeet thev have in view by dispensing with
the services of officers whe are of vailue to
the country. T have no intention of making
any reference to the North-West, heecause
we have members in this House who are

quile capable of watching the intercsts of
tbat part of the State, members who have
a greater knowledge of the pastoral and
pearling industries than [ have, We have
been told by those who have heen there
what the North-West is eapable of prudue-
ing, and we learnt from Mr. Boan, in his
speech to this House at (he beginning of
last session, what he saw and what, in his
opinion, ought to be dome. All I desive to
add in regard to the North-West is that the

Government should do something in  the
direction of developing the great riches

known to exist there. We have lieard a
2ood deal lately with regard to the forests
of Western Australia, We appreciate, and
I ain sure the people of the State fully ap-
preeiate, the good work which has heen done
ilere in regwrd to forestry. The Governor
General, speaking in this Chamber a lew
days ago, on the occasion ot the openin: of
the Forestry Conference—and in conuection
with which a number of wise men from the
East are visiting us at the present time——
told us what exccllent forests we have. We
are always glad to see distinguished prae-
tical visitors, and we appreciate what thev
have to tell us. We have only to look up
statistics in order to learn that Western
Aunstralia s the leading country in rezard
to forests. 'The best of the hard woods are
lere, and we have greater possibilities in

rexarid  to  this  industry than anv  of
the  other States. Unfortunately,
the Federal Governient do not

seenmt avournbly inclined towards us in this
matter. Although we have timber which is
admirably adapted for shipbuilding, the
Federal Government have decided to con-
fine their shipbuilding operations in New
South Wales, Queensland, Vietoria and Tas-
mania, There has heen no mention of West-
ern Australia, nor has anyihing been said of
the valne of the timber industry in  this
State, and there has heen no appreciation
expressed of our immense resources in this
direction. I hope the Federal Government
wili rectify this great oversighi. There is one
pari of the Government policy, not men-
tioned in the Speech, to which T take execep-
tion. No doubt it eranafes from the Treas-
nrer. who is most anxious, as we all are, tn
straichten the finances. It is all very well tn
raise revenue with the objeet of meetine
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the expenditure, but it is also possible to
raise that revenue in a manner which will be
deirimenial to the producer, I refer to the
propasal, on the part of the Governmeni, to
increase the freights. 1f this policy is car-
ried out, it will act to the disadvantage of
productinn in Western Australia, and will
seriously affect the consumers as well. The
policy we should adopt is not one of increas-
ing freight; what we want 1o do is to carry
al the lowest fizure to (hose who are out-
back, 50 that thev may be encouraged to pro-
duce and return their produeis as cheaply
as possihle 1o the consumers. Of course we
recognise Lhe dillienliy in which the Railway
Departmicat finds itself at the present fime,
and it is a dilliculty which must receive early
attention at (he hands of Parliament. We
must seriously econsider the advisableness of
reducing freights, so as to enable our pro-
ducers to supplv consumers, not only here
bt overseas, at the lowest possible rate. No
other poliey will bring about development
in Western, Australia.  With regard to the
primary and secondarv industries, there is
only one thing T wonld like to mention which
appeals foreibly to me, and it is the applica-
tion of science to indusiry. We know thai
this iz the most important thing in the
world to-day. We know how our enemies
concentrated on that for 40 years and their
efficiency. in consequence. iz not to be won-
dered at. Tn England they have concen-
trated on this to a certnin extent ai the
present fime. On the Eastern Goldfields we
find that seience is applied to the big induns-
trv of mining, but so far as agrieulture is
concerned nothing has been done, and it is
necessary that we should, without anv fur-
ther loss of time, apply science to that im-
portant industry, so as to reduce the cost
of produection and to hring aboui greater
cfiiciency. T notice that the Federal (fovern-
ment have taken this matter in hand and have
appointed a temporary eouncil. T lhave only
referred to this matter in order to impress
upon the Government of Western Australia
the necessity of seeing that we here are not
neglected, as is nsnally done v the Fed-
eral authorities. They have neglected us in
rezard to many things, bui there must not
he any friction hetween the two Parlia-
ments, and it is our duty to see that con-
sideration is given to ns. Tf a laboratory

is established in one of the Eastern States,
we shall get little or no attention. lLet us
have a laboratory in Western Australia and
make use of the scientists who are at pres-
ent engaged by the State. His Excelleney
has told us that we acve to sit for onlyv two
or three days and that after a Supply Hill
has bheen passed, and a few measures sub-
mitted to seeure the continuanee of existing
lezislation, the Tlouses will adjourn. Mem-
hers will ther hove an opporbunity of tak-
ing part in the Relerendwn enmpaign and
endeavourmg to induce the people fo vote
in the direction which will have the effect of
brinzine about eompulsory serviee for over-
gei. 8o far as we are concerned, the neees-
sity for this eourse is elear. When we look
at {he resition of Russia to-day, where there
have been revelulions and counter-revoln-
tions, and see the impotence of those people
and their inability to help us, we must real-
ise that many members of the enemy forees
must lave heen released from the Eastern
Froni. and eoncentrated on the Western
Front. It is on the Western Front now that
we nce’l more than ever to assist the Empire.
We sincerely hope that Russia will recover
and fight to the end with those whom she
set ouf to assist. T Dhelieve that will
abtain; perhaps it will, perhaps it will
not. Ttaly, for the time heing, is in a
somewhat parlous stafte, and therefore it is
necessary for us to make the grealest effort
we ean in order to help win through in this
great war. Everv other eountry, with the
exception of Australia and South Africa,
has adopted consertption. The great demo-
eracy, America, passed conseription almost
without a dissentient voice, hut the most
satisfactory lhing which happened in that
countrv was the assurance given to President
Wilson by the workers that there wauld be
no indostrial trouble during the continnance
of the war. Surely this is a lesson to the
people of Awvstralia, who seem to take the
opportunity of the present difficult times
to hamper and harass the Governments in
every way they possibly can. I hope that
a lesson will be learnt from Aweriea and
that no more trouble will arise during the
remaining period of the war. In eonclu-
sion, may I express the hope that the people
of the Commonwealth will awaken to a sense
of their responsibility nnd follow the path,
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though it may be a rough one, which will
lead to freedom and to vietory,

Hon, .J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [3.53]: .1 desire to second the mo-
tion whieli has been so ably moved by JMr,
Ewingz. It will be udmilted that Mr. BEwing
eovered all the wround and made many sen-
sible suggestions, and it 1 were to simply
say ditle, ditto, ditto, 1 would probably be

thought more of on this oceasion than
it | made a speech  occnpying  the
best part of an lour. At the same

time 1 realise that the ringing note which
has been more elearly sounded than any
other is that referred to in the Governor’s
Speech relating to the national erisis. Hon.
members will agree with me when 1 say
that the abnormal times llirough which we
are passing, bronght about by the war we
are engaged in, ave of far greater import-
ance to us as individuals, and as representa-
tives of the people than anything of a pare-
chial nature. T fully realise my responsibili-
ties in this matter. When 1 contanplate the
deeds of heroism performed by our hoys on
the hetghts of Gallipoli, on the bwrning
sands of Fgypt. on the fields and in the
muet and siush of Fianders, [ realise that
this is not a time when we should wrangle
over party polities. It will be generally ac-
knowledued thal the note whieh has heen
sounded so clearly in the Speech this after-
noon is one whiel calls for the earnest at-
tention and the immediate co-operation of
members of this Chamber. 1 feel satisfied
that the hest thing thal can bhe done has
been snggested, and that is. that instead of
entering upon 1he orvdinary business of
politirs, as soon as the formal matters con-
nected with (he session ave disposed of, the
House should adjourn so as tv enable mem-
bers to do their duty in the direetion of edu-
eating the people to give a similar verdiet
in connection withh the Referendum to be
taken on the 20th December next as they
did on the 28th October, 1916. A few weeks
ago it was my privilegze to fravel through
New Zeoland. 1T went down there to ascer-
tain for myself, amongst other things, the
result of conseription in that countrv. I
desired to see how it was working., I was
agrecably surprised to see the smoothness
with whieh the machinery worked, When
they knew that I had come from Australia,

the fivst impressions were anything bui fav-
vurable as regards the action of the people
of Australin in Oclober, 1916, but when it
heeame known that | was from Western
Australia, T ean assure lion. members that
the enthusiasm was very great. They ve-
alised that the people of Western Ausiralia
lind established a reputation which was most
enviable, to be envied nut only in the Com-
monwealth but throughout the length and
hreadth of the world. [t will be our duty
now to induce the people of Western Aus-
tralia to again take up the work in the same
whole hearled manner that they did in 1916
and it will be to our everlasting eredil if
again we reeord a verdiet similar to the
previous one.  If there is praise due to
one seetion of the community more than
fo any other in connection with that great
resull, it is due 1o the women of the Stale.
There is not the slightest doubt that (he
wonten of Western Australian are amongst
the bravest; they consent to part with their
hnsbands, they consent to part with their
brothers and theiv ehildren, and it hehoves
us, if we are to fill our place in the com-
munmity with credit, lo ngain urge the people
to vote “Yes” on the 20th December next. T
mather from the remarks uttered in Kal-
zoorlie n few days ago that the reasons ad-
vanced against eonseription by the anti-
eonseriptionists  are  the alleged Dbroken
promises of Mr. Huoghes, the Prime Minis-
ter. What are these promises worth—even
though they may bLe broken promises—if
the (ermans win through in this war? 1
contend that all our freedom, all that cur
soldicors have been fighting for. would he of
no avail. T notice in the Speech that econo-
inies wlich ilie Government have seen fit to
put into nperation are touehed upon. T have
every conlidence in thinking that the econo-
mites whieh have been commenced by the
Government will he earried out with discre-
tion, and with as little resultant harm as
possible in the circumstances. We know that
retrenchment and economy at all times are
anylhing hut enjoyable commodities for any
Mintster to have to deal with. The fact re-
mains that the Government have to go in
for a system of economy as a portion of
their work in order to halance the ledger.
There are many things which have to he
eonsidered by fhem in brinzing ahont a
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safer state of affairs than that which now
exists. It is true the fnances of the State
are in anything but a sound condition, but
when we take into consideration, as Mr.
Ewing has poinfed out, all the natural re-
sources of Wextern Australia, we must re-
alise at once that there are ways and means
by which we can bring about a better posi-
tion of affairs than by ecreating a black
Wednesday. Economies will have to he
1vactised and retrenchments made, but it is
our duiy as the representatives of the
people to show that we ourselves are in ac-
cord and willing that retrenchment and eco-
nomy should be commenced in eur Parlia-
ment, 1 contend that at a time like this,
when there is so little to be done in the way
of law-making, and when so much depends
on the administration of the country, tie
time has arrived when the amount of money
whieh is paid for the produetion of the laws
of the State and the upkeep of Parliament,
should reccive consideration. T am of opin-
ion that the salaries of members of Parlia-
ment should in these trying circumstances
be reduced by at least 50 per eent., whieh
would show the people of the State that we,
as their representatives, were prepared fo
niake a sacrifice and that we realised it was
our duty to do so. It may be argued that
there are representatives of a certain sec-
tion of the people who could not live upon
their Parliamentary salaries if reduced 50
per cent. On the other hand, I contend that
as their Parliamentarv duties are not of a
laborions nature and do not oecupy very
much of their time, opportunities are af-
forded of angmenting their Parliamentary
salaries in other divections outside Parlia-
ment. It might also be suggested that the
unions could be induced to put their money
to very good advantage by augmenting the
amount which members of Parliament are
receiving from the funds of the union. Re
that as it may, T amn convineed that the cost
of Government in Western Australia to-
day is considerably greater than the people
shonld be taxed for, in order fo keep the
Government going. I am also satisfied that
the constitution could be sn altered as to
provide for a substaatial reduction in the
number of the members of 'arlinment. In
ihis House there are 30 members, three for
each province, the State heing divided into

10 provinces. The Metropolitan-Suburban
province contains nearly bLalf the number
of the names on the rolls of the whole of
the remaining provinces, and vel during the
past }2 months—and I say this without a
vestige of egotism—ihat province has been
served by two members. and I feel | am
justified in saying well served, and lhas not
been negleeted in any manner at all, 1€ the
eonstitution iz altered to provide for two
members for each province and each mem-
ber is elected for three vears, we might get
on just as well and perhaps hetter in the
fulure than we have done in the past with
three members for each province. At all
events, [ throw this ont as a suggestion.
With regard to another place, T am satisfied
that a verv suhstantial reduetion in the
number of members could be made. I hope
the Constitution will be so amended that this
avenue of econociny can be opened up in the
near future. We are also told that in all
probability we shall he called upon to pay
extra taxation. In order to square the
ledger it 18 propoesed to get the money out
of ihe people, and tax the thrifty in the
communily. Before 1 conzent to any in-
ereased taxation or at any rate, any tax
upen the wages or salavies of the people be-
law £156 per aunum. | shall desire to see a
substantial reduction made in the salavies
of members ol Pavliament, and also some
indication that there will be o reduction in
the number of members. Western Australia
with 300,000 people is represented by 91
legislators. The thing is positively absurd.
There are 50 members in the Legislative As-
semhly, 30 in the Lezislative Couneil, all
vetting €300 per annum, not in¢luding the
emoluments to those who ocecupy the Min-
isterinl bhenches, and 11 members in the
Federal Parliament. Western Australia,
with a population of less than one of the
suburbs of london, has 91 legislators draw--
ing what amounts to an enormous sum of
money. I say without hesitatiou, that be-
fore this or any other Government c¢an be-
win to talk aboui saddling the people with
extra taxation. they should first turn their
attention in the direction I have indicated.
I trust that as we are shortly to adjourn to
allow members an opportunity of going in-
to the country and again uwrging the people
to do their duty to the Empire and in the
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cause of freedom, members will avail them-
selves of that opportunily and go out in
greater nutibers this time than they did on
the oceasion of the last referendum, and so
make this final effort to bring about the
eonsumunation of conseription, which I re-
gard as absolutely necessary in this, our
deepr anxiely. I have mueh pleasure in
secomding the nwtion for the adoption of
the Address-in-reply.

On motion hy Hon.
adjourned.

H. Cayson, debate

Haouse adjoenrned at £.10 p.m.

nl >

Legislative  Essembly,

Fuesedoy, 20k November, 1917,
Poge
Meetiug of the Assembly 12
Opening by Colamissicner 12
Ywearlein of Members 12
Election of Speaker 12
Prezentation of Speaker- -elect 13
Summons from the Governor ... 13
Obituary : Mr. B, J. stublbe ... 13
Papers presented . 14
Biil : Broome Local Court Adllumlt.) Iurls«llclmll 1R, 15
Governor's Openfng Speech ... . 15
Addres-in-reply, first day 15

1
MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Lewislative Assembly met at noon,
purstant to praclamation by [Iis Fxeellency
the Guvernor, which proelamation was read
by the Clerk {Mr. A. R. Grant).

MESSAGE—OPENING  BY (COMMIS-
SLONER.

A Message from rthe Commissioner ap-
pointedd hy the Governor to do all things
necessary for the opening of Parlimmeni re-
quested the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in  the Legislative
Council Chamber; and hon. members having
aceordingly procesded to that Chawmber and
heard the Commission read they returned to

the Assembly (‘hamber.

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.

His Honour the Chief Justice (Sir
Hobert Parse MeMillan, IXt.), having been
commissioned by the Governor, appeared in
the Assembly Chamber to administer to
wembers the oath of allegiance to His Ma-
jesty the lKing.

The Clerk prodoced election writs show-
g the return of 49 members,

With the following exceptions all the
members elected were present and took and
subscribed the oath as required by Statute,
and signed the voll:—AMr. J. B. Holman
(Murchison), Mr. H. Robinson (Albany).
Mr. AL A, Wilson (Collie).

ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [12.317, aldressing the Clerk, said:
Mr, Grant, the House being duly consti-
tuted, 1 now move—

That AMr. Taylor do take the Chair of
this House as Speaker.

. UNDERWOQOD
I second the molion.

Mr. OLOGHLEN (Forrest) [12.33]: Is
it vpen to submit Further nominations?

The Clerk: Yes.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Then L have much
pleasure in nominating Mr. L. B. Johnston
to take the Chair. During his previous
oceupancy of the Chair the lon. member
gave prowise of develoy ing into a very cap-
able Spcaker.  Comseguently | now. nomi-
nale him for the high and honourable eifice
of Speaker.

My, JOHNSTON  (Wiliams-Narruzin)
[12.34]: Tn view of the quarter from which
the nomination ) roceeds, | refose fo aceept
the proposed honour.

Mr. TAYLOR (M1 Marvgaret) (12.553]:
Ar, Grant, and hon. wembers, | submit my-
gclf to the will of the Honse.

The SPEAKER-ELECT, having been
conducted to the Chair by the mover and
seconder of the motion. said [12361: [
desire to thank lon. members Lor having
placed me in the high and honourahle posi-
tion of Speaker to-dav, and I can onlv hojre
that 1 shail be able to fulfil hon. members’
expeclations in that posifion. 1 realise
the importance of the Speakership in rela-

{Pilbara) [12.32]:



